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II.
MEDITERRANEAN AGREEMENT BETWEEN ITALY AND SPAIN.   1887.
(a)
Spanish Note to Italy proposing a Mediterranean Agreement. Madrid, May 4, 1887.
Ministry of State.
Madrid, May 4, 1887.
The undersigned, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain, has the honor to bring the following to the knowledge of Marquis Maffei, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of Italy:
The Government of Her Majesty the Queen Regent, animated by the desire to seek an understanding with the Government of His Majesty the King of Italy for the purpose of fortifying more and more the monarchical principle and of contributing to the strengthening of the peace, declares itself from the present time in favor of the acceptance of the following provisions:
1.   Spain will not lend herself as regards France, in so far as the North African territories among others are concerned, to any treaty or political arrangement whatsoever which would be aimed directly or indirectly against Italy, Germany, and Austria, or against any one of these Powers.
2.  Abstention from all unprovoked attack, as well as from all provocation.
3.   In view of the interests involved in the Mediterranean, and for the principal purpose of maintaining there the present status quo, Spain and Italy will keep in communication with one another on this subject, by conveying to each other all information of a kind to enlighten each other concerning their respective dispositions, as well as those of other Powers.
In expressing the hope that these present and secret proposals will obtain the assent of the Government of His Majesty the